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Bluetooth - Amerlux - Architectural Lighting Manufacturer

Install wireless open-protocol Bluetooth lighting control without additional 
wiring or excessive commission costs
Free your next project from the pricey commissioning fees that make facility managers shake 
in their shoes.

So simple to use and easy to install, Amerlux’s open-protocol Bluetooth lighting control con-
nects your lighting and other non-proprietary Bluetooth-enabled devices under a single wire-
less network without additional wiring.

Adding a new light and any open-protocol device—HVAC, security and automated blind control included, regardless of their 
manufacturer—has never been simpler. Just open your app to commission, not your budget.

Take the guesswork out of wireless controls and finally install a secure, reliable lighting control that’s easy to use and love.

Turn any installation into a wireless smart lighting solution
Connect an entire space, floor or building with total harmony.

Amerlux’s open-protocol Bluetooth drivers, sensors and app provide simple, scalable, wireless lighting control from a single de-
vice. No need to run additional wiring and conduit through multiple walls and ceilings.

Always select the most optimal lighting component on hand, no matter the manufacturer. Ensure continuous compatibility and 
connectivity under a single open-protocol Bluetooth lighting network.

Speak to an Expert

Market Observer
1.  NEMA: Incandescent Bulb Bill Faces Tough Road in Senate - The National Electrical Manufacturers Association has ex-
pressed opposition to the Liberating Incandescent Technology Act, which recently passed a Senate committee and would allow 
incandescent bulbs back on the market. “Our members no longer make incandescent bulbs. That hasn’t been the standard for 
a few years,” says Eric Bursch, director of government affairs at NEMA. “US manufacturers have invested billions of dollars in a 
successful transition under the current standards to LED technology.” The American Lighting Association also opposes the bill, 
citing safety concerns with using incandescent bulbs in fixtures designed for LEDs. 
US manufacturers unlikely to retool for incandescent bulbs: NEMA | Facilities Dive

2.  Sonepar Deploys Its First Data and AI Platform - A unique worldwide Data & AI platform enables the Group to modernize 
its supply chain, anticipate demand with unparalleled accuracy, and deliver a personalized customer experience.  With One-
point’s support, Sonepar initiated the creation of a global, one-of-a-kind Data & AI platform to support its omnichannel strategy. 
This platform serves as the technological base for all Group subsidiaries. Designed to orchestrate data at scale, the platform 
continuously analyzes sales, customer histories, and logistics flows. Thanks to this new architecture, almost the whole Group 
—95% of revenue— now benefits from predictive models. This is a first in Sonepar’s market, where few players have industrial-
ized their use of AI. These models can precisely adjust stock levels, improve forecast reliability, and enhance product availability 
in a market where speed is a decisive competitive advantage. Three use cases highlight the tangible value of AI at Sonepar at: 
Sonepar Deploys Its First Data and AI Platform – tEDmag

https://amerlux.com/technologies/bluetooth/
https://amerlux.com/locate-sales-rep
https://www.facilitiesdive.com/news/us-manufacturers-unlikely-to-retool-for-incandescent-bulbs-nema/832283/
https://tedmag.com/sonepar-deploys-its-first-data-and-ai-platform/
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3.  PwC Maps $31.6 Trillion AI Data Center Buildout Through 2050 by Matt Vincent - PwC’s inaugural Global Data Centre 
Outlook projects a multi-decade infrastructure cycle increasingly dominated by recurring GPU and server investment, with 
power availability, chip access and data sovereignty determining where trillions of dollars in data center capital ultimately land. 
The scale of the AI infrastructure buildout is becoming easier to describe in trillions than billions. PwC’s inaugural Global Data 
Centre Outlook 2026–50 projects $31.6 trillion in cumulative global data center capital expenditure through 2050 under its cen-
tral scenario, with annual spending rising from roughly $800 billion in 2026 to $1.1 trillion in 2030 and $1.8 trillion by 2050. There is 
also an enormous range around that central case. PwC, working with Oxford Economics, puts plausible cumulative investment at 
roughly $22 trillion to nearly $50 trillion, depending primarily on how quickly AI adoption progresses. But the most important find-
ing may not be the $31.6 trillion headline.  PwC Maps $31.6 Trillion AI Data Center Buildout Through 2050 | Data Center Frontier

4.  President Trump Announces Massive Steel Plant in Iowa – President Donald Trump announced on Monday the plan to 
build a $15 billion steel plant in Iowa, in what is proposed to be the largest steel plant in the United States. Mesabi Metallics is a 
Minnesota company owned by India’s Essar Group, an industrial conglomerate. The plant is expected to produce up to 10 million 
tons of steel a year after it’s fully built out. Business News Today – tEDmag

5.  U.S., China Agree to Reduce Tariffs by $30 Billion - On Monday, September 28, the United States and China released 
extensive lists of products that will see significant tariff cuts, from American hair products to Chinese toys, in a deal expected to 
boost bilateral trade and be worth about $30 billion. The details came days after Chinese President Xi Jinping met with Presi-
dent Trump in Washington D.C. late last week.  The lists included 1,619 items of U.S. goods entering China, ranging from agricul-
tural commodities, hair and personal care products to timber and medical equipment. Coal from the U.S. will also be included. 
For Chinese goods exported to the U.S., 77 categories were covered, including fireworks, tableware, toys like dolls and puzzles, 
glass and wooden Christmas ornaments and soccer balls. Tariff rates on over 90% of the products would be subject to “most-
favored-nation” levels, the Chinese commerce ministry said, meaning that country-specific tariffs will effectively be eliminated. 
Business News Today – tEDmag

6.  US Overtakes Japan as Second-Largest Industrial Robot Market by David Hutton – The United States surpassed Japan 
in 2025 to become the world’s second-largest market for industrial robots, trailing only China in annual installations. US factories 
installed nearly 38,500 industrial robots last year, representing a 12% increase and marking the third-highest number recorded 
in the history of industrial robotics statistics. The milestone comes as global operational stock of industrial robots surged 9% to 
a record 5 million units in 2025, driven by an 11% jump in annual installations worldwide. Factories across the globe installed more 
than 600,000 new units over the year, demonstrating the accelerating adoption of automation technology in manufacturing op-
erations spanning automotive production, electronics assembly, plastics processing, and other industrial applications. America 
Surges Past Japan in Global Robotics Race

7.  AI Leaders Sign Safety Accord - President Donald Trump met with a large group of leaders from artificial intelligence com-
panies on Tuesday, announcing they signed a voluntary accord that will include internal and external reviews during a meeting at 
the White House aimed at addressing fears about AI technology. The accord was signed by Trump, Anthropic CEO Dario Amo-
dei, Google CEO Sundar Pichai, Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, OpenAI President Greg Brockman, Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang, 
and Elon Musk, founder of xAI, which is now part of SpaceX. The accord said the companies would implement “robust internal 
controls,” partner with an “independent external auditor” to assess whether the controls were working, and establish a commit-
tee within each company’s board of directors to evaluate reports from internal and external auditors.  Business News Today – 
tEDmag

https://www.datacenterfrontier.com/machine-learning/article/55403120/pwc-maps-316-trillion-ai-data-center-buildout-through-2050?utm_source=EBM+Market+Moves+Energy&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260923200&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://tedmag.com/businessnewstoday/
https://tedmag.com/businessnewstoday/
https://www.plasticstoday.com/automation/us-overtakes-japan-as-second-largest-industrial-robot-market
https://www.plasticstoday.com/automation/us-overtakes-japan-as-second-largest-industrial-robot-market
https://tedmag.com/businessnewstoday/
https://tedmag.com/businessnewstoday/
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8.  Registration Opens for Light + Intelligent Building - March 15-17 in Las Vegas - Registration is open for Light + Intelligent 
Building North America in Las Vegas. At the show, attendees can explore solutions for the spaces they design, specify, build, and 
operate.
	 •	 Explore the show floor featuring lighting, building technology, accessories and components.
	 •	 Learn from industry experts through keynotes, on-floor theatres, panels and case studies, with opportunities to earn 	
		  CEUs through eligible sessions.
	 •	 Experience technology in action with live demonstrations showcasing the systems shaping today’s buildings.  
		  Register here.

9.  FreFarm Succeeds with In-House Cucumber Propagation Using Philips LEDs - One year after introducing an in-house 
multi-layer cucumber propagation facility equipped with Philips horticulture LED production modules, FreFarm is reporting 
strong results in seedling quality, production reliability and operational flexibility. The facility has enabled FreFarm to produce 
high-quality cucumber seedlings year-round, with greater control over their quality and availability and less risk of introduc-
ing pests, diseases and viruses from external suppliers. FreFarm has grown cucumbers for the past four years in its 1.6-hectare 
greenhouse equipped with Philips GreenPower LED toplighting compact. The Philips GreenPower LED production module 
provides a light spectrum optimized for cucumber propagation, supporting efficient photosynthesis and healthy early-stage 
plant development. https://www.ledinside.com/news/2026/10/2026_10_07_01 

10.  Global Smart Street Light Installations Growing at 18% CAGR by David Shiller - The global smart street lighting market 
is moving beyond isolated pilots and becoming a mainstream element of municipal LED modernization. Berg Insight estimates 
that the worldwide installed base of individually controlled smart streetlights reached 38.5 million units at the end of 2025 and 
will grow to 87.6 million units by 2030, representing a 17.9% compound annual growth rate (CAGR). That forecast signals a 
market that is no longer defined solely by the conversion from legacy lamps to LEDs. The next value proposition is networked 
control: the ability to monitor, meter, dim, schedule and diagnose individual luminaires—or groups of luminaires—remotely. For 
municipalities, utilities and roadway operators, smart controls can turn an LED retrofit into an operational platform with continu-
ing value over the asset life of the lighting system. More information is here.    Global Smart Street Light Installations Growing At 
18% CAGR | LightNOW

11.  DOE Invests $4.2 Billion to Boost Nuclear in Pennsylvania and Ohio - DOE today announced a conditional loan commit-
ment of up to $4.2 billion to finance nuclear uprates and modernization across Vistra’s nuclear fleet in Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
Today’s announcement will deliver more reliable American energy, strengthen the grid, lower costs, and meet growing power de-
mand across the 13-state PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. (PJM) region. The projects will preserve nearly 4 gigawatts (GW) of reliable 
baseload power—enough to power more than 3 million homes—and add 433 megawatts (MW) of new nuclear capacity, helping 
meet growing electricity demand in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and across the PJM region. DOE Invests $4.2 Billion to Boost Nuclear in 
Pennsylvania and Ohio – tEDmag

12.  Maintenance at an MLB Stadium is a Year-Round Job by Dave Lubach - Milwaukee Brewers’ maintenance staff relies 
on a fleet of MEWPs (Mobile Elevated Work Platforms) to keep American Family Field in big-league shape. The stadium contains 
1.2 million square feet with a seating capacity of 41,900. American Family Field also includes two restaurants, gift shops, luxury 
suites, 38 concession stands, 66 restrooms, and 392 sports light fixtures. The Milwaukee Brewers’ facilities team uses four scis-
sor lifts and an 85-foot boom lift to handle daily maintenance tasks, including HVAC and electrical work, lighting repairs, painting 
and window replacement. MEWPs provide safer, more efficient access to elevated work areas than ladders, while a third-party 
contractor handles most routine lift maintenance and repairs to keep the equipment reliable. From the Archives: Maintenance at 
an MLB Stadium is a Year-Round Job - Facilities Management Insights

https://registration.experientevent.com/ShowLIB271/
https://www.ledinside.com/news/2026/10/2026_10_07_01
https://www.lightnowblog.com/2026/10/global-smart-street-light-installations-growing-at-18-cagr/
https://www.lightnowblog.com/2026/10/global-smart-street-light-installations-growing-at-18-cagr/
https://tedmag.com/doe-invests-4-2-billion-to-boost-nuclear-in-pennsylvania-and-ohio/
https://tedmag.com/doe-invests-4-2-billion-to-boost-nuclear-in-pennsylvania-and-ohio/
https://www.facilitiesnet.com/maintenanceoperations/article/From-the-Archives-Maintenance-at-an-MLB-Stadium-is-a-Year-Round-Job--19462
https://www.facilitiesnet.com/maintenanceoperations/article/From-the-Archives-Maintenance-at-an-MLB-Stadium-is-a-Year-Round-Job--19462
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13.  DOE Invests Nearly $2B to Keep US Power Grids Working - The U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) Office of Electricity 
(OE) today announced its intention to help fund 31 grid-improvement projects across 26 states. The projects will receive $5.25 
billion in total, $1.9 billion in federal funding from DOE and $3.35 billion in recipient cost-share funding, to improve grid reliability 
and lower electricity costs for approximately 100 million Americans. A full list of selected projects is available here. DOE Invests 
Nearly $2B to Keep US Power Grids Working

14.  Nippon Steel to Invest Additional $3 Billion on U.S. Production - United States Steel Corporation (“U. S. Steel”), a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Nippon Steel Corporation (“Nippon Steel”), has decided to construct a new hot strip mill at the company’s 
Edgar Thomson Plant, part of its Mon Valley Works in western Pennsylvania. This investment represents one of the concrete 
steps toward Nippon Steel’s committed $11.0 billion investment plan across the U. S. Steel footprint, with total capital expendi-
tures for the hot strip mill project at Mon Valley Works amounting to approximately $3.0 billion. The investment will replace aging 
equipment with modern steelmaking technology, increasing annual production capacity from approximately 2.2 million tons to 
approximately 3.5 million tons. This will enable the establishment of a product supply system capable of meeting a wide range of 
demand, including in the automotive, home appliance, and energy sectors. Business News Today – tEDmag

15.  Sonepar Announces Plans to Invest $560 Million in AI - Sonepar announced a $560-million investment to accelerate AI 
integration across its operations, aiming to enhance customer service, supply chain resilience, and sustainability efforts, building 
on its $4 billion transformation since 2021. Through these investments, Sonepar said in the press release that it aims to combine 
commercial performance and operational excellence in support of its customers’ energy transition. The company said this AI 
investment builds on its ”long-standing commitment to transformation,” and that since launching its transformation in 2021, it has 
committed nearly $4 billion to reshaping its business model, including nearly $3 billion in the modernization and automation of its 
global supply chain, and $1 billion for its digital transformation, including the development of Spark, its global omnichannel plat-
form. Deployed at scale across the company, artificial intelligence is now at the heart of its operating model.  Sonepar to Invest 
$560 Million in AI | Electrical Wholesaling

16.  Lighting Upgrades That Support Long-Term Facility Resilience by Lauren Brant - Smart lighting upgrades can reduce 
maintenance demands, simplify access, limit operational disruptions, and help facility teams plan for changing needs. A lighting 
upgrade can solve more than an energy-efficiency problem. For facility teams, lighting technology also affects maintenance, ac-
cess, downtime, labor, and a system’s ability to adapt to changing needs. Smart lighting upgrade strategies consider every stage, 
from specification to maintenance, helping Facility Managers run operations that support long-term building performance and 
resilience. Lighting Upgrades That Support Long-Term Facility Resilience | Buildings

Industry Resources
17.  BriteSwitch: How the DLC V6.0 Transition Could Affect Your Lighting Rebates - When you’re quoting a commercial 
lighting project, the last thing you want is a surprise when it’s time to collect the rebate. On December 15, 2026, the DesignLights 
Consortium (DLC) will remove products that haven’t transitioned to its new SSL V6.0 requirements. As of October 12, more than 
248,000 products were still listed under V5.1. With approximately 65% of commercial lighting rebate offerings requiring DLC-
qualified products, this transition could have an major impact on projects extending into 2027. But losing DLC qualification 
doesn’t necessarily mean losing rebate eligibility. Some utilities will require V6.0 starting January 1, while others are allowing older 
products to remain eligible for a period of time.
We took a closer look at how specific rebate programs are handling the transition and how you can avoid costly mis-
takes.  How the DLC V6.0 Transition Could Affect Your Lighting Rebates

https://tedmag.com/doe-invests-nearly-2b-to-keep-us-power-grids-working/
https://tedmag.com/businessnewstoday/
https://www.ewweb.com/business-management/e-biz/article/55413316/sonepar-to-invest-560-million-in-ai
https://www.ewweb.com/business-management/e-biz/article/55413316/sonepar-to-invest-560-million-in-ai
https://www.buildings.com/resiliency-sustainability/article/55409914/lighting-upgrades-that-support-long-term-facility-resilience?utm_source=BLD+Buildings+Buzz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS261021095&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://briteswitch.com/news/dlc-v6-and-lighting-rebates.php
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18.  PNNL/ASHRAE/NEMA AI Data Center Energy Performance Framework - PNNL, ASHRAE, and NEMA conducted an 
industry survey that revealed the need for collaboration, clear direction, standardization, ongoing engagement, knowledge shar-
ing and education. To address these needs, the three organizations, in conjunction with several industry partners, created the AI 
Data Center Energy Performance Framework with the following objectives:
	 •	 Deliver a scalable framework for the efficient design, commissioning, retrofit, and operation of AI data centers
	 •	 Enhance energy and water efficiency through adoption of advanced technologies and best practices
	 •	 Support grid reliability and resilience by promoting load flexibility and grid-interactive operations
The Framework presents the guiding principles for building and operating energy-efficient AI data centers. With sections cover-
ing all stages of planning, design, construction, operation, and retrofit, this framework guides AI data center development toward 
optimized and energy-efficient performance. PNNL/ASHRAE/NEMA AI Data Center Energy Performance Framework

19.  WHITE PAPER: BAS: Five Global Trends That Will Define Your Strategy - By leveraging advanced building automation
system (BAS) technologies today, organizations can reduce costs, streamline 
workflows and create healthier, more adaptive environments for occupants. Build-
ing automation systems are already helping organizations reduce costs, streamline 
workflows, and create healthier, more responsive environments for occupants. But 
with AI rapidly advancing, the next generation of BAS technology is set to deliver 
even greater performance through faster optimization, smarter decision making, 
and more adaptive building operations. Industry forecasts estimate that by 2028, AI 

agents will make 15% of daily decisions in smart buildings. Organizations that embrace AI driven BAS technologies now will be 
better positioned to improve efficiency, enhance occupant experiences, and stay ahead in an increasingly connected future. The 
Future of BAS is here – are you ready?

20.  WHITE PAPER: Navigating the Journey to AI-Ready Buildings - How AI Is Transforming Commercial Buildings. This 
Schneider Electric paper explores how AI systems can be implemented and operated in 
commercial buildings to address the significant challenges that facility managers and building 
owners face today and in the immediate future. It also considers the wide range of benefits and 
new opportunities presented by the adoption of AI-enabled technologies and platforms, as well 

as all the key requirements for implementing AI in commercial buildings and across real estate portfolios. Navigating the Journey 
to AI-Ready Buildings | Buildings

21.  WHITE PAPER: Solar is Lighting the Future of Electrical Contracting - For Electrical Contractors, the days of relying on 
AC power to light streets, paths, parks and even parking lots are numbered. Local governments are now realizing that an invest-
ment in solar lighting is one that pays dividends over its extended life, which has translated into a greater demand for Electri-
cal Contractors to install solar lights. Municipalities are calling upon Electrical Contractors to install solar lights to provide their 
citizens with consistently safe, well-lit streets even during inclement weather and power outages. The ability to collect, store and 
generate energy while withstanding hurricane winds, extreme temperatures and snow has led municipalities to gravitate toward 
solar power as the preferred energy source.  To learn more about how solar technology is transforming the commercial outdoor 
lighting industry, visit:  Solar Lighting Technology | First Light Technologies

https://www.ashrae.org/technical-resources/ai-data-center-framework
https://ebmcem.pathfactory.com/c/the-future-of-bas-is-here-are-you-ready?x=Xvb_jc&pk=BLD_JohnsonControls_Em3_WP_SD_10092026
https://ebmcem.pathfactory.com/c/the-future-of-bas-is-here-are-you-ready?x=Xvb_jc&pk=BLD_JohnsonControls_Em3_WP_SD_10092026
https://www.buildings.com/sponsored/whitepaper/55394424/navigating-the-journey-to-ai-ready-buildings?pk=BLD_SchneiderElectric_Em2_WP_SD_10062026&utm_source=BLD+Sponsor+Paid+Promos&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260928095&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://www.buildings.com/sponsored/whitepaper/55394424/navigating-the-journey-to-ai-ready-buildings?pk=BLD_SchneiderElectric_Em2_WP_SD_10062026&utm_source=BLD+Sponsor+Paid+Promos&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260928095&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://www.flt.com/technology
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Articles of Interest
22.  U.S. Manufacturing Is Adding Jobs Again, but the Hiring Rules Have Changed by Konrad Putzier - While factory 
employment is on the rise, a shift toward high-tech automation is creating roles with greater barriers to entry. The U.S. is adding 
manufacturing jobs again. The catch: You might need a college degree to get one. That shift has big ramifications for the U.S. 
economy. Higher-skill jobs tend to pay better and create greater profits for their employers, boosting growth. But because these 
roles require more education, companies risk a skilled-worker shortage if training programs don’t keep pace. Between 2015 and 
2025, U.S. manufacturers shed 244,000 jobs in so-called production occupations like assemblers and machine operators, ac-
cording to Labor Department data. Over the same period, they added 358,000 jobs in management and business and financial 
operations. One factor driving the change is automation: Robots have replaced many shop-floor workers, but not managers and 
engineers, increasing their share of the workforce. U.S. Manufacturing Is Adding Jobs Again, but the Hiring Rules Have Changed - 
WSJ

23.  Navigating the Journey to AI-Ready Buildings by Schneider Electric - This paper explores how AI systems can be 
implemented and operated in commercial buildings to address the significant challenges that facility managers and building 
owners face today and in the immediate future. It also considers the wide range of benefits and new opportunities presented by 
the adoption of AI-enabled technologies and platforms, as well as all the key requirements for implementing AI in commercial 
buildings and across real estate portfolios. Download the paper: Navigating the Journey to AI-Ready Buildings | Buildings

24.  How Smart Lighting Is Becoming a Digital Layer of Campus Infrastructure by Sean Grasby - Lighting is no longer a 
basic building system—it’s part of a building’s digital infrastructure. Here’s what you need to know about evaluating lighting up-
grades as part of a modernization. Key Highlights
	 •	 Lighting is evolving from a simple building system to a key digital infrastructure layer that supports electrification, ESG 		
		  reporting, and smarter campus operations.
	 •	 Modern lighting enhances safety by improving visibility in high-traffic areas and supports security measures, while also 		
		  creating adaptable learning environments with adjustable controls.
	 •	 Integrated sensors and smart controls enable predictive maintenance, energy optimization, and remote management, 		
		  reducing operational costs and resource use.
	 •	 Retrofitting projects, like the university case study, show substantial savings and environmental benefits, emphasizing the 		
		  importance of strategic planning and audits.
	 •	 Starting with a campus lighting audit helps identify priorities, safety concerns, and integration opportunities, guiding 
		  in	vestments that deliver long-term value.
Beyond Energy Savings: How Smart Lighting Is Becoming a Digital Layer of Campus Infrastructure | Buildings

25.  Tiered Approach Can Hold Down Energy Efficiency Upgrade Costs by Robert Freedman - Staging work over time en-
ables each level of upgrades to pay for the next, say executives at the National Electrical Manufacturers Association. By starting 
with the savings from relatively low-cost upgrades, like a new occupancy-based LED lighting system, operators create a starting 
point for funding a capital stack that they can apply in stages to more impactful upgrades, Todd Sims, NEMA’s senior director of 
regulatory and industry affairs, told Facilities Dive in an interview. Staging improvements in this way enables each level of up-
grades to pay for the next one, he said. Tiered approach can hold down energy efficiency upgrade costs | Facilities Dive

https://www.wsj.com/business/u-s-manufacturing-is-adding-jobs-again-but-the-hiring-rules-have-changed-29171127
https://www.wsj.com/business/u-s-manufacturing-is-adding-jobs-again-but-the-hiring-rules-have-changed-29171127
https://www.buildings.com/sponsored/whitepaper/55394424/navigating-the-journey-to-ai-ready-buildings?pk=BLD_SchneiderElectric_Em1A_WP_SD_08202026&utm_source=BLD+Sponsor+Paid+Promos&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260805105&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://www.buildings.com/building-systems-om/lighting/article/55409264/beyond-energy-savings-how-smart-lighting-is-becoming-a-digital-layer-of-campus-infrastructure?utm_source=AS+Facilities+Focus&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260928110&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://www.buildings.com/resiliency-sustainability/article/55409914/lighting-upgrades-that-support-long-term-facility-resilience?utm_source=BLD+Buildings+Buzz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS261013050&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
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26.  Lighting Upgrades That Support Long-Term Facility Resilience by Lauren Brant - Smart lighting upgrades can reduce 
maintenance demands, simplify access, limit operational disruptions, and help facility teams plan for changing needs. Key High-
lights
	 •	 Lighting upgrades can significantly reduce maintenance costs and operational disruptions, especially in high-ceiling 		
		  spaces with difficult access.
	 •	 Retrofitting existing infrastructure with modern LED fixtures and plug-and-play adapters minimizes installation costs and 		
		  preserves valuable building components.
	 •	 Accurate measurements, current drawings, and detailed planning are crucial to avoid costly errors during retrofit projects.
	 •	 Considering future reconfiguration and accessibility in lighting design enhances system longevity and ease of maintenance.
	 •	 Facility managers should treat lighting upgrades as lifecycle decisions, balancing energy performance with operational 		
		  needs like access, maintenance, and adaptability.   Lighting Upgrades That Support Long-Term Facility Resilience | Buildings

27.  Leverage AI to Overcome Data Chaos and Optimize Facility Operations by David Homola - Buildings’ operational data 
is often contained in multiple places that don’t talk to each other, which prevents facilities teams from using them to optimize 
operations. Here’s how you can clean up the chaos. 
Key Highlights
	 •	 Data fragmentation and inconsistent documentation hinder AI’s ability to provide accurate insights in facility management.
	 •	 AI enhances operational efficiency by automating data retrieval, surfacing recurring issues, and supporting proactive 		
		  decision-making.
	 •	 Standardizing data collection—categories, locations, and outcomes—is essential for AI to function effectively and build 		
		  trust in automated insights.
	 •	 Creating AI-ready facilities involves disciplined workflows, shared digital resources, and clear naming conventions to 		
		  ensure data quality.
	 •	 Implementing structured digital processes today prepares facility teams to leverage AI for predictive maintenance, com-		
		  pliance, and strategic planning in the future.
Leverage AI to Overcome Data Chaos and Optimize Facility Operations | Buildings

28.  Maintenance Meets AI: A Proven Approach for Asset-Heavy Industries - Embedding the latest AI and technology 
within day-to-day operations is transforming maintenance from a cost center into a significant driver of value. I is rewriting an 
operational playbook that for decades has governed the way asset-heavy industries manage maintenance. New technology 
and approaches are advancing the frontier of what is possible in asset management, increasing efficiency at every step of the 
maintenance and reliability process and improving the availability of mission-critical equipment. The transformation opportunity 
is significant. Maintenance is one of the largest controllable cost buckets in manufacturing and capital-intensive organizations 
such as airlines, mining, energy, and rail. And with a direct impact on operational continuity, the maintenance function has a criti-
cal influence on revenue generation and customer experience. Every day that a critical piece of equipment is unavailable, or that 
an airplane can’t fly, can represent millions of dollars in revenue and production losses. AI-driven maintenance: An approach for 
asset-heavy industries | McKinsey

29.	   AHB: The Reality of AI in Residential Construction - The influence of artificial intelligence is gradually proliferating across 
the modern workforce. But specifically for the construction industry, AI’s impact isn’t as significant as many might expect — at 
least, not yet. According to the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 45 of 47 
construction-related occupations are classified as having “low” or “moderate” relative AI exposure. The remaining two occupa-
tions were classified as having “high exposure,” with no fields claiming to have “very high” exposure. AI is still likely to change the 
way construction work is completed. But in its current form, it doesn’t yet have as big an impact in frontline construction work as 
it does in other occupations.  Managers and building inspectors are likely using AI more frequently because their roles include 
more planning, documentation, scheduling, compliance, and communication than hands-on work. NAHB: The Reality of AI in 
Residential Construction – tEDmag

https://www.buildings.com/resiliency-sustainability/article/55409914/lighting-upgrades-that-support-long-term-facility-resilience?utm_source=BLD+Buildings+Buzz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS261013050&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://www.buildings.com/smart-buildings/article/55408559/leverage-ai-to-overcome-data-chaos-and-optimize-facility-operations?utm_source=BLD+Buildings+Buzz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS260923103&o_eid=6084I2805512C1K&rdx.ident%5bpull%5d=omeda|6084I2805512C1K&oly_enc_id=6084I2805512C1K
https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/operations/our-insights/maintenance-meets-ai-a-proven-approach-for-asset-heavy-industries
https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/operations/our-insights/maintenance-meets-ai-a-proven-approach-for-asset-heavy-industries
https://tedmag.com/nahb-the-reality-of-ai-in-residential-construction/
https://tedmag.com/nahb-the-reality-of-ai-in-residential-construction/
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Monthy Feature
The AI Build-Out Is Becoming the Biggest Economic Bet in U.S. History by Konrad Putzier and Justin Lahart - The AI 
build-out is on track to become the biggest economic bet in U.S. history, dwarfing the investments made to fund other huge U.S. 
infrastructure projects such as the railroads, the highway system and the plumbing for the internet. Total investment in data 
centers and related artificial-intelligence infrastructure is projected to total $10.3 trillion from 2025 to 2032, according to new es-
timates by economist Stijn van Nieuwerburgh published by the Brookings Institution. That is a staggering 3.6% of gross domestic 
product a year, on average. Never before has the U.S. economy been so dependent on the build-out of a single industry. 

The investment is transforming every corner of the economy, creating hundreds of thousands of jobs and minting new billion-
aires. It is also creating significant risk, as much of it is built on debt. An abrupt slowdown could ignite shock waves throughout the 
U.S. economy. 

Projecting investment is tricky, and total spending might well end up substantially lower. Still, the money poured into data centers 
this year already represents an investment unprecedented in recent history. AI investment in the U.S. is projected to hit 1.9% of 
GDP in 2026, according to new estimates from Goldman Sachs. The railroad boom of the late 19th century marked the last time 
the build-out of one new industry accounted for a larger share of the economy.  Here are some important impacts all that money 
is having on the economy: The AI Build-Out Is Becoming the Biggest Economic Bet in U.S. History - WSJ

Average annual infrastructure spending as a percentage of GDP
Canals Railroads Electrification Highways Telecom and fiber AI
1836-41 1870-90 1905-25 1956-73 1996-2003 2025-32
0.66% 2.24% 0.5% 1.13% 1.1%  3.63%

Economists are divided over whether AI is now meaningfully hurting employment among white-collar workers. What is clear, 
however, is that the build-out is putting some workers in very high demand. AI was behind more than 750,000 new jobs in the U.S. 
from 2023 through 2026 to-date, according to LinkedIn estimates. And those jobs pay well: The median salary for AI-related job 
listings on LinkedIn is around $180,000, compared with $80,000 for all jobs.

Number of New U.S. AI-Related Jobs Created 2024-2026
•	 Data annotator		 282,000
•	 Data center		 117,000
•	 AI engineer		 105,000
•	 Head of AI		   29,000
•	 Forward deployed engineer	   15,000

https://www.wsj.com/economy/the-ai-build-out-is-becoming-the-biggest-economic-bet-in-u-s-history-c60716dd?mod=rss_Technology

